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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 THE HA 06848 141855Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
CIEP-02 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 
INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 USIA-15 
OES-06 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-10 FRB-01 
LAB-04 SIL-01 /122W 

126552 /60 

R 141118Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9574 
INFO EC COLLECTIVE 155 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 
AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 6848 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, NL 

SUBJECT: NORTH SEA-OIL: EC INQUIRY INTO POSSIBLE DISCRIMINATION 
BY UK OFFSHORE SUPPLIES OFFICE 

REF: (A) LONDON 19065; (B) EC BRUSSELS 11682 

1 . THE ECONOMICS MINISTRY INFORMS US THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS 
TAKING A WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE ABOUT ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION 
BY THE UK OFFSHORE SUPPLIES OFFICE (OSO) IN PURCHASING NORTH 
SEA OIL EQUIPMENT. NO OFFICIAL COMPLAINTS OR REQUESTS FOR 
ACTION FROM DUTCH COMPANIES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. 

2. THE NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR OCEANOLOGY. A 
PRIVATE BODY REPRESENTING DUTCH SUPPLIERS OF OFFSHORE EQUIP- 
MENT, HAS CARRIED OUT A SURVEY AMONG ITS APPROXIMATELY 50 
MEMBERS TO ASCERTAIN THE COMPANIES' EXPERIENCE WITH AND 
ATTITUDE TOWARD DISCRIMINATION BY THE OSO. FINDINGS OF THE 
SURVEY WILL BE SUMMARIZED IN A REPORT EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
MCCLOSKEY 
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